Workshop Reflection: Promoting Student Classroom Engagement

Attending the "Promoting Student Classroom Engagement" workshop was an enriching
experience that provided me with practical strategies to enhance student engagement in
my math classes.

Key Takeaways

1.

Defining Student Engagement: The workshop emphasized understanding the types
and indicators of student engagement. Engagement was categorized into
behavioral, emotional, and cognitive aspects, each crucial for a holistic learning
experience.

. Active Learning: Active learning involves students in doing things and thinking

about what they are doing. This can be achieved through various activities such as
peer reviews, think-pair-share, case studies, debates, and polling. Active learning
strategies help students engage more deeply with the material and develop critical
thinking skills.

Building Interpersonal Relationships: The quality of teacher-student relationships
significantly affects student engagement. Strategies to build these relationships
include getting to know students personally, being approachable, incorporating
student voice and choice, and being aware of cultural and individual differences
while maintaining professional boundaries.

Intentional Metacognitive Activities: Encouraging students to reflect on their
learning processes through pre-check, mid-check, and post-check activities helps
them develop metacognitive skills. These activities involve self-assessment,
identifying confusions, and evaluating changes in knowledge and understanding.
Tools for Engagement: Various digital tools can enhance classroom engagement.
For example, using Google Forms, Kahoot!, or Poll Everywhere for quizzing and
polling; Canva or Jamboard for brainstorming and design; and Slack or FlipGrid for
discussion and feedback.

Implementation in Teaching Practice
As a math teaching assistant, | plan to implement these strategies in the following ways:

O

Active Learning: | will incorporate more active learning activities such as group
problem-solving sessions, think-pair-share exercises, and interactive simulations to
make the learning experience more engaging and interactive for students.

Building Relationships: | will strive to create a supportive and approachable
classroom environment by taking the time to know my students, encouraging their
input on learning activities, and being mindful of their individual needs and
backgrounds.

Metacognitive Activities: | will integrate regular reflection activities where students
assess their understanding of mathematical concepts, identify areas of confusion,
and set learning goals. This will help them become more aware of their learning
processes and develop strategies for improvement.

Engagement Tools: | will utilize digital tools like Google Forms for quick polls,
Kahoot! for interactive quizzes, and Padlet for collaborative brainstorming sessions.
These tools will make learning more dynamic and provide immediate feedback to
both students and myself.



